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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, September 21, 2025
Acts 1:12-26

Connection Points
1. [bookmark: _Int_BP0OrhjJ]Unwavering Hope for Athens: We have a vision of having 10,000 gospel conversations in and around Athens by the year 2030. Be praying for who you can share the gospel with in your community! When you do share the gospel with someone, place a red pin on the map in the front atrium so that your church family can celebrate alongside you! We also have a gospel conversation booklet available to give you some tips on how you can share the gospel!
2. September Sunday Social – Join us outside on Sunday, September 28 at 10:30AM for a cereal bar! This is a great opportunity to meet new people and get more connected at Beech Haven!
Main Point
Prayer is not preparation for the work but the work itself— the posture of dependence through which God empowers His people and His church. 
Sermon Synopsis
The early church shows us that prayer is not preparation for the work— prayer is the work, the very engine of God’s mission. Rather than rushing into plans, strategies, or programs, the disciples modeled humble dependence on God by uniting in persistent prayer, trusting Him to guide their steps. We, too, are called to resist the illusion of self-sufficiency and instead cultivate a life and church defined by prayerful dependence on Christ, who delights to work through our weakness.   
Lean In
1. Share about your most recent gospel conversation that led to a red pin in the map.
2. Who is someone you enjoy talking with?  Who is someone you would like to have a conversation with (e.g., someone famous, someone from history, someone ‘ordinary’ but just outside your current circle)?  

Leader note:  Our lesson today leads us to see prayer—conversation with God—as something to be sought on its own rather than as preparation or insurance for our plans.
Look Down
Read Acts 1:12-14
3. [bookmark: _Int_cXPzxaRp]Given the recent circumstances of the disciples (Jesus redirecting their hope for a restored, political kingdom; His promise of the Holy Spirit and their function as witnesses throughout the whole world; then His ascension—on top of the previous 40 days that witnessed Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection (1:7-11)), what do you think was the subject of their prayers as they gathered together?  What were they praying for or about? If you were in that larger group (v. 15 says there were about 120), what would you be praying about at that time? 

Leader note: Direction, more explanation, courage, patience, confusion, uncertainty, assurance or peace—and more could be topics of their prayer.  What might the tone of their prayers be?
4. What effect do you think praying in a group had for the disciples versus praying individually?  
[bookmark: _Int_hZBZzLmT]Leader note: Consider how your experience of God is shaped when you pray with others rather than just by yourself. What is different? Note that v. 14 describes their prayer as ‘continually united’.  How can praying together lead to unity? 
Leader note: In vv. 15-20, Peter points out the need to replace Judas the betrayer and that this was predicted by scripture.  As you read Acts 1:20-26, ask the group to note the cluster of factors which contributed to the discovery of God’s will in identifying Judas’ replacement.
Read Acts 1:20-26
5. What factors were involved in helping the apostles determine the Lord’s will in replacing Judas?  
Leader note:
1. There was the general leading of scripture that a replacement should be made (vv. 16, 20).  
2. They used their common sense that if Judas's substitute was to have the same apostolic ministry, he must also have the same qualifications—that is, a disciple who had been with them from the beginning (v. 21-23).  
3. [bookmark: _Int_69sZHTiY]They prayed—appealing to the God as the ‘heart knower’ (vv. 24-25). Although they knew Justus and Matthias for a number of years, they trusted in God more than their own discernment (cf. Proverbs 3:5-6).  How is prayer an expression of humility? The very act of prayer is a declaration that we are not God, we are finite and dependent upon him, and we seek His counsel because He knows better than us. 
4. They drew lots. Casting lots was an occasional and accepted way of discovering God’s will in the Old Testament.  This method pre-dated Pentecost—the coming of the Holy Spirit who Jesus describes as a Counselor, who is always with us and in us, and is the Spirit of truth (John 14:16-17). 
Leaving aside this fourth factor of casting lots (because the Spirit has now been given to us), the remaining three: scripture, common sense, and prayer, constitute a wholesome combination through which God may be trusted to guide us (Stott). 
6. In Acts 1, the disciples practiced both ongoing, general prayer (v.14) and specific prayer for guidance in choosing a replacement apostle (vv. 24–25). Why do you think we need both rhythms of prayer in our lives, not just one or the other?
[bookmark: _Int_J2C46o7M]Leader note: General prayer (both personal and with others) keeps our hearts postured toward God.  We gain formation: a heart that is steadily shaped over time by God’s presence and a rhythm of dependence. How does praying generally form us spiritually?  From specific prayer, we gain discernment and testimony: when God answers a specific prayer request, we see His guidance, provision, or intervention and that deepens our trust. Together, they balance relationship (general) and discernment/testimony (specific).
Look In
7. Of the three factors in determining the Lord’s will highlighted in this passage: scripture, common sense, and prayer which comes more naturally for you?  Which one would you like to lean into more?  How, specifically, could you do that?   

8. If prayer is the ‘engine-room’, how should it show up in our lives?  What are personal and corporate ways and what are formal and informal ways prayer could show up?  Think creatively and outside of norms.  
Look Out
9. The world does not desire or attempt to discern God’s will.  How do they go about decision-making?  Is there any part of their approach that can be affirmed?  How does it come up short?

10. How do you think the world (tries to) make sense of prayer? What do you think they think about prayer?
Gospel Conversation Starters
1. When someone admits they feel powerless or overwhelmed, you could say: “I’ve been learning from Acts 1 that Christians believe real power begins with admitting our weakness and depending on God—would you be interested in hearing how that works?”
2. If a friend is struggling to make a major decision, you might ask: “Have you ever thought about what it would be like to invite God into that process? The early Christians did that, and it completely shaped their lives.”
3. If someone criticizes the church as just an organization, you could respond: “What struck me reading Acts 1 is that the church didn’t start with programs or leaders—it started with prayer and trust in Jesus. That’s still what defines us.”
Closing Prayer
Father, we confess how quickly we rush to action and how slowly we bend to prayer. Forgive us for trusting our own wisdom, our own plans, and our own strength more than we trust You.
Thank You that in Christ, our weakness is not a barrier but a doorway to Your power. Thank You that the cross proves once and for all that we cannot save ourselves, but You delight to save all who call upon the name of Jesus. 
Teach us to pray honestly, persistently, dependently. Let prayer become the engine of our homes, the rhythm of our days, and the heartbeat of this church.
We pray this in the strong name of Jesus, who lives and reigns forever. Amen.
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